Bizarre Burial
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Question

The Talmud states!:

“Rabbi Eleazar bar Zadok said: When my father was dying, he gave me
the following instructions: “My son, bury me first in a fosse. In due time,
gather my bones and put them in an ossuary; but be sure not to gather

them with your own hands.”

And thus did I do for him: Yohanan entered the fosse, gathered the bones,
and spread a sheet over them. Then I entered, rent my garments [in
mourning] over the bones [as though they were the original corpse of my
deceased father], and sprinkled dried herbs over them.

As my father had done for his father, so I did for him.”

Why did Rabbi Tzadok give his son these burial instructions? As he was a sage, I
am assuming he knew something about handling the deceased that I do not

know. What is the basis and the rationale for this most unique way of burial?

Answer
The basis for Rabbi Tzadok’s unique burial instructions, moments before his

passing and as part of his final wish, is explained in the Talmud Yerushalmi?.
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